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affairs, Ms handsome dress, and his choice language. Possibly Calvin was well content to show that the Reformation could hold its own even among Court circles. Theodore de Beze wanted to introduce a taste for art, letters, and poetry into Geneva, and Calvin would listen to his schemes without-knitting his grizzled brows. Thus the contrast of character and person was as complete as the contrast of mind in these two celebrated men.
Calvin accepted Chaudieu's very humble bow, and replied by slightly bending his head. Chaudieu slipped the bridles of both horses over his right arm and followed the two great Reformers, keeping to the right of Theodore de Beze, who was walking on Calvin's right. Calvin's housekeeper ran forward to prevent the gate being shut, by telling the captain of the Guard that the Pastor had just had a severe attack of pain.
Theodore de Beze was a native of the Commune of Vezelay, the first to demand for itself corporate government, of which the curious tale has been told by one of the Thierrys. Thus the spirit of citizenship and resistance which were endemic at Vezelay no doubt contributed an item to the great rising of the Reformers in the person of this man, who is certainly a most singular figure in the history of heresy.
" So you still suffer great pain? " said Theodore to Calvin.
" The sufferings of the damned, a Catholic would say," replied the Reformer, with the bitterness that colored his least remarks. " Ah! I am going fast, my son, and what will become of you when I am gone? "
" We will fight by the light of your writings/9 said Chaudieu.
Calvin smiled; his purple face assumed a more gracious expression, and he looked kindly on Chaudieu.
"Well, have you brought me any news?" he asked. " Have they killed a great many of us ? " he added, with a smile, and a sort of mocking glee sparkled in his brown eyes.
" No," said Chaudieu; " peace is the order of the day." *
" So much the worse, so much the worse I" cried Calvin.